Heparin and platelet interactions influence alloantigen-induced proliferative responses of human T lymphocytes and immunoglobulin synthesis in vivo.
In contrast to defibrinated blood, cells isolated from heparinized blood give lower T-lymphoproliferative responses. Such responses can be also suppressed by addition of heparin to lymphocyte cultures. Platelets inhibit T cell proliferation and B cell differentiation, but their interactions with heparin may produce contrasting effects on different immune functions.